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Playing Your DVD

If you experience any video or audio problems with this DVD, please check that your DVD
player and television are properly connected in accordance with the manufacturers’
instructions. Before inserting the DVD into your DVD player, please check that the surface
of the DVD is clean and free from scratches.
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The Robots eath written by Chris

Boucher to follow directly oh from his debtt:

in the shape of Louise Jameson's Leela.
Working closely with script editor Robert 3 \ g~
Holmes, Boucher came up with a classic
whodunit story based loosely on Agatha
Christie's Ten Little Indians, with elements
of Dune and the works of Isaac Asimov also
to the fore. Set in an isolated and
claustrophobic environment, the story comes
towards the end of Tom Baker's third serlés
as the Doctor, and many regard.this era m’
the show's history as a true plnnfﬁeaé
excellence. The sumptuous set design ‘.-.-ué :
art deco look of the robots, coupled Wfﬁf P-
flight performances from the cast, all serve
to make The Robots of Deatha classic'ﬁi’écé

of television.
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POGIOR

THE ROBOTS OF DEATH

LIFFE AND CHRIS BOUCHER

Philip Hinchcliffe became producer of Doctor Who in '
1974, having moved to the BBC from ATV, and was to
take full charge of the show from Tom Baker's second
adventure The Ark in Space. For the next three years,
Hinchcliffe and his script editor; Robert Holmes, would
oversee some of the programme's most prolific and
popular stories, whilst incurring the wrath of TV:
campaigner Mary Whitehouse fér being too frightening. |
By the time of The Robots of Death, he was about to*

hand over the production reins to Graham Williams “** * «° .

and moveson to other projects. ‘ e
" b

Chris Boucher had written the preceding Doctor Who »
story The Face of Evil,and was commissioned almost.
straight away to write another. After The'Robots of = 4 *
Death, he would write only one more Doctor: Who‘
adventure - Image of the Fendahl. Boucher went «+

on to be script-editor on Blake's 7 and Bergerac for - i

BBCI, and also devised the series Star Cops for BBC2. . #

MODEL SEQUENCES ] ‘ -
Various model shots of the Sandminer prop crawling across the stormy
landscape were recorded, but not all of them were used'in t'he finished *
programme. What remains today is a black & white timecoded video
recording of these sequences, selections of which are included on this J
disc (with thanks to Jan Vincent-Rudzki) : B

ovo

STUDI0 FLOOR PLANS

The Robots of Death was filmed in two recording blocks at the BBC.
The first took place in late November 1976 in studio TC8, the second
in early December in studio TCI. The layout of the studios was different
on both occasions, and floor plans for both the studio sessions are
featured on this disc.

IN-5TUDID

To démonstrate the work done on Doctor Who after recording, there is
a small section of material presented without sound effects, music or
voice-dubbing. Featuring,the Doctor and Leela's first meeting with SV7,
it is most noticeable for the inclusion of the untreated robot voices.

PHOTO GALLERY

C A selgctibn of photographs. from the recording of this story are included,
¢ featuring many new images that have hever been published before.

-+ HoWARD I SiuvA EPISOOE INTRDS,

Beginningdn 1978, Time/Life Television distributed 98 half-hour episodes
* of Doctor Whb to commercial and public televisions stations in North
» Arieriéa. Each episode featured voicefo'ver openings and closings by
.'I-_'lc;\&ard Da Silva. The opening served to introduce the viewer to what

#: ' ' they wolld be seeing in that particular, episode and to “recap” what had

vhappéned'in the last episode. The closing served to “tease” the viewer
with a bit of what they would see in the next episode. Though the actual

.+ 2" broadcast master tapes have.been lost, copies of these voice-overs,

_-.w'ith the aci:ompanying edited video packages still exist. These are the
original openings and closings that Howard Da Silva narrated for the four
" episodes of The Robots of Death.

WHO'S WHD
A guide to the cast for this Doctor Who serial.
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